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I

Baby  Banana  S lug s

Char l i e  f i n i s h ed  r ead i n g  h i s  paren t s ’  n o t e  abou t  t h e  e l i x i r  and  pu t  t h e  n o t e  and  th e 
b o t t l e  on  t h e  sh e l f  ab ov e  h i s  b ed .  Tha t  n i gh t  h e  dr eamed  abou t  a  banana  s l u g  c oup l e 
i n  t h e  f o r e s t  i n  t h e  San ta  Cruz  Moun ta i ns ,  n o t  t o o  f ar  f r om where  h e  l i v ed .  Char l i e 
dr eamed  tha t  t h e  two  banana  s l u g s  were  mat i n g ,  and  wou ld  s o on  have  baby  banana 
s l u g s  i n  t h e i r  f o r e s t  h ome .  When  Char l i e  woke  up  i n  t h e  morn ing ,  h e  r emembered  h i s 
dr eam abou t  t h e  banana  s l u g  c oup l e  and  ru shed  d own th e  f o r e s t  pa th  t o  f i nd  t h e 
banana  s l u g  n es t .  Char l i e  wan t ed  t o  s e e  i f  t h er e  were  baby  banana  s l u g s !
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I I

The  Banana  S lug  Nes t

Char l i e  p e er ed  i n s i d e  a  l arg e ,  we t  t r e e  l o g  t ha t  had  fa l l e n  a cr o s s  t h e  f o r e s t  pa th  a 
f ew mon th s  ag o  and  saw a  f ew sma l l ,  baby  banana  s l u g s  ch ew ing  on  l eav es  among s t 
t h e  branches  and  mos s  i n s i d e  t h e  l o g .  Char l i e  wonder ed  i f  h e  wou ld  e v er  b e  a     
r e gu lar- s i z e  banana  s l u g  aga i n .  Char l i e  wonder ed  wha t  wou ld  happen  i f  h e  drank 
th e  sma l l  b o t t l e  o f  e l i x i r  h i s  paren t s  gav e  h im b e f o r e  t h e y  l e f t .  Wou ld  h e  shr i nk 
d own t o  h i s  r e gu lar  banana  s l u g  s i z e  o f  ab ou t  10 i n ch es ?  Or  wou ld  h e  r ema in  h i s 
curren t  s i z e  o f  ab ou t  250 pounds ?  Or  wou ld  s ometh i n g  e l s e  happen? 
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I I I

Char l i e  Goes  t o  C o l l e g e

Char l i e  d i dn ’ t  wan t  t o  r i s k  t h e  c ons equenc es  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  e l i x i r ,  and  d e c i d-
ed  t o  enro l l  a t  t h e  l o ca l  un i v er s i t y,  UC  San ta  Cruz .  Char l i e  l i v ed  i n  an  on-campus 
apar tmen t  a t  Rache l  Car s on  Co l l e g e  where  h e  c o ok ed  h i s  own  mea l s  and  shared  h i s 
apar tmen t  w i t h  t hr e e  r o ommates . 
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I V

Char l i e ’ s  Pa th

Char l i e  wen t  t o  c l a s s  and  s tud i ed  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  e l i x i r  on  p l an t s  and  an ima l s . 
Th e  e l i x i r  d i dn ’ t  work  -  i t  d i dn ’ t  make  any th i n g  b i g g er  or  sma l l e r  -  i t  j u s t  made 
t h em s i c k ,  and  e v en tua l l y  t h e y  d i ed . 
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V

Char l i e  S tud i e s  W i l d l i f e  B i o l o g y

Char l i e  f ound  a  b o ok  i n  t h e  l i b rary  abou t  banana  s l u g s  and  brough t  i t  ba ck  t o  h i s 
r o om .  He  r ead  thr ough  th e  b o ok  and  d e c i d ed  t o  b e c ome  a  w i l d l i f e  b i o l o g i s t .  Char l i e 
i s  curren t l y  f i n i s h i n g  h i s  PhD program i n  For es t  and  W i l d l i f e  B i o l o g y  a t  UC  San ta 
Cruz . 

       Th e  End


